
SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group held on Wednesday, 10 January 2018 at 10.00 am at 

PRESENT:

 

Mr J Bland (Vice-Chair)
Mr SB Collins (Chair)
Mr N Cotton
Mr G Cook

Mrs BC Gray
Mr WJ Wearing
Mr M Wilson
Mr G Archibald

Also in Attendance:-

Mr P Hosking - Highways Network Manager
Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management Team Leader
Miss H English - Democratic Services Officer
Mr O David - Project Manager

32 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence received.

33 WILDMAN STREET TRIAL

The Working Group considered a report by the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which provided a summary of the outcomes of the Wildman Street trial 
which took place from 14 August 2017 to 1 October 2017.

The trial was part of the wider North Kendal Cycleway network which was included 
in the LEP Kendal Infrastructure improvements package of schemes. The North 
Kendal Cycleway was planned to run from the North of Kendal by Morrison 
Supermarket to the canal path in Kendal.

The scheme design proposed a 2.5m shared use foot and cycleway on Wildman 
Street. This would have been an off carriageway facility on the South Side of 
Wildman Street. It had not been possible to use a traffic model to accurately 
understand the impact of the scheme, therefore Scheme designers recommended 
implementing a trial to establish the impact of the proposal on traffic flow at 
Longpool/ Station Road junction, Ann Street and Shap Road.
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In presenting the results of the trial, the Project Lead explained that daily monitoring 
was carried out by County Council staff and the designers, Capita. Observations 
during the trial concluded that traffic seemed to move fairly freely and there was little 
difference to before the trial. In addition to this there was a positive effect on 
pollution with emission levels either remaining the same or slightly lowering; 
however emissions did increase on the approach to Wildman Street at Longpool 
and on one of the exits of Wildman Street, Breezon Road. On the other hand, the 
Project Lead informed that the trial had a negative effect on the journey time with 
the largest impact on vehicles travelling along Shap Road towards Wildman Street. 
The main issue that caused delays was the number of crossing facilities in a short 
distance. These crossings exacerbated the delays experienced during the trial.

Public feedback was mixed, some of the public expressed they believed it 
negatively impacted traffic flow, while others felt it had no impact on their journey.

The Project Lead concluded by recommending not to proceed with the Wildman 
Street shared use cycleway widening at this point in time, based on the findings 
from the trial. It was explained that this could be reviewed again in future if changes 
are made to resolve the crossing points. To ensure cycle provision was delivered on 
Wildman Street and a continuous link from North to South, an on carriageway 
solution was seen as the preferred option at this stage in time.

The Member for Kendal Nether explained that she had received negative feedback 
from local residents and an alternative proposal had been suggested. The 
alternative proposal would have ran along the river from Mintbridge to 
Strammongate and would avoid Wildman Street. The Project Lead informed the 
Working Group of the reasons why the proposal could not be changed and 
reassured the Group that there was no plans to cut trees down in the current 
proposal.

Some Members expressed their disappointment that the North Kendal Cycleway 
scheme appeared to be going ahead instead of an alternative proposed route. 
However the Project Lead advocated that when the North Kendal Cycleway was 
consulted on it did receive support and was welcomed by local schools as it would 
allow children to cycle to school safely. The Local Member for Kendal Nether 
requested that the Project Lead walk the route with her to discuss ensuring the route 
be kept environmentally friendly. Overall Members felt that incremental 
improvements to the cycling infrastructure in Kendal should be welcomed.

RECOMMENDED that the briefing note be noted.

34 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Working 
Group would be held on 21 February 2018.

The meeting ended at 11.15 am


